Neighborly Apologetics

The Royal Law
Love your neighbor

(God has entrusted the primary work
of the Kingdom to the common
Christian family

with a priestly role in our nezghborhoods



Neighborly Apologetics

The Claims of Jesus and the Resurrection- Part 4:
Witnesses of the Empty Tom
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L. Evil and Suffering
2. Absolute Truth and Relativism
3. “Only One Way "~ and Religious Pluralism
4. Faith and Reason

1 5. Free Will and Sovereignty
Neighborly Apologetic 6. God's Existence and Nature
Categoriesz /. Goodness of Man, Judement and Hell
faperd 8. Hypocrisy and Christian Crimes of the Past

9. The Claims of Jesus and the Resurrection

10. Miracles
11. Science and Evolution

12. The Veracity of the Bible and “Contradictions ™
Plus: Burning Issues of our Day



Who is Jesus?

The Question Pursued...
the promise and the prophecy

+

His life and words

His death and resurrection

the claim of deity

+

Is Jesus the only way?

i

how to handle the questions



Who is Jesus?

Christ’s death and resurrection



Who is Jesus?

Christ’s resurrection
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the heart and key of the Christian apologetic
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...If Christ has not
£ Dbeenraised, your
~ faith is futile and you

,,lare still in your sins.
';4; g;Corlnthlans 15:17
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Who is Jesus?

Christ’s death and resurrection

withesses of the empty tomb



Christ’s death and resurrection

the tomb was empty

Sir Norman Anderson,

considered one of the “The empty tomb, then, forms a
foremost legal minds veritable rock on which all rationalistic
ever, after a lifetime of theories of the resurrection dash
legally analyzing the themselves in vain.”

evidence, concluded:

how do we know this?

what is this “rock” of evidence?



Christ’s death and resurrection

the tomb was empty

how do we know this?

direct evidence

Indirect evidence



Christ’s death and resurrection

the tomb was empty
how do we know this?

direct evidence

the angels
the women
Peter and John

Indirect evidence

the guards
the bribe
a corpse was never produced



Christ’s death and resurrection

the tomb was empty
how do we know this?

direct evidence the angels

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary went to look at the tomb. There was a violent earthquake, for

an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back

the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were

white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like

dead men. The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for | know that you

are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as
he said. Come and see the place where he lay” (Matthew 28:1-6, NIV).




Christ’s death and resurrection

the tomb was empty
how do we know this?

direct evidence
the angels

the women

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the Week Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to look at the tomb...The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for |
know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has

risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he Iay” (Matthew 28 1,5-0).
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On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the
spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled
away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the

Lord Jesus... It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and
the others with them who told this to the apostles.(Luke 24:1-3, 10)
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1. Mary, mother of Jesus: (Matthew)

2. Mary, wife of Clopas (John)

3. Mary, mother of James and Joseph
(Matthew, Mark, Luke)
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4. Mary Magdalene (Matthew, Mark, Luke,
John)

5. Mary, “the other Mary” (Matthew)

1. Mary, mother of Jesus: “Mary”

2. Mary, sister of Mary, mother of James,
the “other Mary”: “Aunt Mary”

3. Mary Magdalene: “Magdalene”

“Near the cross of Jesus stood his
mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene” John 19:25

“Near the cross of Jesus stood Mary, Aunt
Mary and Magdalene”

Lord Jesus... It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and

the others with them who told this to the apostles.(Luke 24:1-3, 10)




Christ’s death and resurrection

the tomb was empty
how do we know this?

direct evidence
the angels

the women

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the Week Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to look at the tomb...The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for |
know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has

risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he Iay” (Matthew 28 1,5-0).
% =AU | " A

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the
spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled
away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the

Lord Jesus... It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and
the others with them who told this to the apostles.(Luke 24:1-3, 10)




Christ’s death and resurrection

the tomb was empty
how do we know this?

direct evidence Peter and John P

the angels
the women

Early on the first day of the week, whlle it was still dark Mary Magdalene went to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”
So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at
the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind
him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as
the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its
place, separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb ¢

first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (John 20:1-8)
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Christ’s death and resurrection

the tomb was empty
how do we know this?

direct evidence Indirect evidence
the angels
the women

Peter and John
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While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the L% v;

chief priests all that had taken place. And when they had assembled with the py
elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers and 7/
said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were "

asleep.” And if this comes to the governor's ears, we will satisty him and keep you
out of trouble.” So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this B N
story has been spread among the Jews to this day (Matthew 28:11-15).




Christ’s death and resurrection

the tomb was empty
how do we know this?

direct evidence Indirect evidence
the angels the guards
the women ‘

Peter and John

| é w.‘:\\_ \ - .
While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the_w
chief priests all that had taken place. And when they had assembled with the '
elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers and |
said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were
asleep.” And if this comes to the governor's ears, we will satisfy him and keep you
out of trouble.” So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this
story has been spread among the Jews to this day (Matthew 28:11-15).

the bribe




Christ’s death and resurrection

the tomb was empty
how do we know this?

direct evidence Indirect evidence
“the angels the guards
the women the brlbe

Peter and John

a corpse was never produced

And this story has been spread among the
Jews to this day (Matthew 28:15).




Christ’s death and resurrection

the tomb was empty
how do we know this?

direct evidence Indirect evidence
the angels the guards
the women the bribe
Peter and John a corpse was never produced

but, a body did appear... the risen Jesus
next time: the appearances of the risen Jesus

who else would have gone to check out the tomb?



Christ’s death and resurrection

the tomb was empty
(7-arguments against)

. the disciples stole the body

. someone else stole the body

. the body was simply moved to another tomb
~the women went to the wrong tomb

. the empty tomb is part of the myth and legend

. Jesus didn’t really die or wasn'’t really buried
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. this is all part of a big conspiracy



Christ’s death and resurrection

the tomb was empty

and the shroud was empty



Neighborly Apologetics

The Claims of Jesus and the Resurrection- Part 4:
Witnesses of the Empty Tomb
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~ Next: the appearances of the risen Jesus



